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AGENDA 
 
 
 

1. Welcome 

2. Apologies 

3. Minutes of the AGM held on 4th December 2007 

4. Business arising from minutes of 2007 AGM  (if any) 

5. President’s Annual Report 

6. Auditor’s Report 

7. Certificate of Life Membership presentation to Dr Deborah Prior 

8. Presentation of Strategic Plan 

9. Alteration to PCQ Membership Fees 

10. Preview of first cut of Understanding Palliative Care DVD  

11. Election of Officers: Positions to be declared vacant: President, Vice-
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and General Members x 5 

12. Close of meeting and date of next AGM 



  Palliative Care Queensland Inc 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

held on 04/12/07 at 117 Copperfield Street, Geebung 
  

Present: Dr Louise Welch, Dr Judith McEniery, Mrs Robyn White, Dr Deborah Prior, 
Mr John-Paul Kristensen, Mrs Helen Jarman, Mrs Georgi Slade,  
Mr James Bazzo, Mrs Sharyn Menadue, Mr David Elliott, Mrs Suzanne Elliott 
  

Apologies: Mrs Margaret Dean, Dr Peter Whan, Mrs Carol Francis, Ms Linda King,  
Mr Craig Russell, Dr Rosemary Ramsay, Mrs Patricia Neely,  
Ms Toni Simpson, Mrs Andrea Fernleigh 
  

Chairman, 
Welcome & 
Opening: 
  

President Dr Louise Welch welcomed everyone to the meeting and declared 
the meeting open.  

Minutes of 
Previous AGM: 

The Minutes of the previous AGM held on 16th November, 2006 were  
unanimously approved on a motion moved by Mrs Robyn White and 
seconded by Mr John-Paul Kristensen. 

Business Arising 
From Previous 
Minutes: 
  

Nil 

President’s Report Dr Louise Welch read her Report which was adopted unanimously on a 
motion moved by Dr Judith McEniery and seconded by Mrs Robyn White. 
 
  

Treasurer’s Report: Mr John-Paul Kristensen presented the audited Financial Statements which 
were adopted unanimously on a motion moved by Mr  Kristensen and 
seconded by Mrs Robyn White. 
  

CEO’s Report: David Elliott presented his report which was adopted unanimously on a 
motion moved by David and seconded by Dr Deborah Prior. 
 

Election of State 
Councillors: 

This year all executive officers were continuing for the second year of their 
two-year term – leaving only the seven Councillor members positions to be 
filled.  There being only three nominations, the following were declared 
elected: 
  

Dr Judith McEniery, Mrs Robyn White, and Mrs Carol Francis 
  

It was noted that Dr Peter Whan’s written nomination had not been received.  
It was resolved that if it is received shortly that Dr Whan be declared elected 
also. 
    

    



Palliative Care Queensland 
President’s Report—Annual General Meeting 2008 

 
 
 
Welcome to the PCQ 2008 AGM.  2007-2008 has been an eventful year.   
 
Thanks to the dedicated work by our staff and volunteer office bearers on the  Council and 
Education Committees.  Denise Simmons and Ian Mavor joined Council in February/August 
respectively to fill casual vacancies. 
 
The sad news is that 2008 has seen the demise of all the branches except for the Sunshine Coast, 
that is given impetus by Denise Simmons and her local executive team. 
 
PCA Council was held in March and again recently in October.  PCQ was represented by Robyn 
White in February and John-Paul Kristensen in October and myself. 
 
Education activities included the visit to the nursing home near Warwick where the speakers were 
greeted with enthusiasm and appreciation.  Again, my thanks to the speakers who volunteered their 
day – Professor Ben White and Professor Jenny Abbey. 
 
The “About” series remains our most popular publication and the brochures are currently being 
reviewed for updating and quality assurance.  The new logo will be added and PCIS and the PCA 
national directory will be promoted on the back of each brochure to help inform the consumer. 
 
The main success of the year was our biennial conference held on the Gold Coast organised by the 
Education committee chaired by Deborah Prior.  Despite some anxious moments, we managed 102 
attendees with a healthy profit. Feedback was enthusiastic about the topics and choice of speakers. 
Deborah has chosen to step down and enjoy a life with family. For her years of dedication, PCQ has 
provided Deborah lifetime membership of PCQ.  Deborah was an early Chair of PCQ and worked 
tirelessly in those early times. 
 
Helen Jarman has generously taken on the Chair of the Education Committee and also joined PCQ 
Council. 
 
The conference was also the event to launch our new logo. The logo was designed to more closely 
resemble that of PCA and help with a national strategy and help align PCQ for the future.  Thanks to 
John-Paul Kristensen and his contacts. 
 
PCQ facilitated with the help of CCQ the “A Matter of Life and Death Forum during Palliative Care 
Week with a good attendance.  The report was forwarded to PCA and to the policy branch of 
Queensland Health.  The information/feedback was incorporated into the National findings and used 
by PCA to in submissions to Federal government about End of Life care.  The National End of Life 
Care Alliance is being formed as a results and PCQ is considering hosting an annual meeting of 
State stakeholders in End of Life care. 
 
Helen Jarman organised a very successful and moving radio interview with Dr Matthew Cooper GP 
and Sharon Menadue to discuss Palliative Care at home.   
 
The NSAP program meeting for Queensland was hosted by PCQ and there was a guarded but 
enthusiastic attendance. 
 
The DVD interview resource is nearly ready for launch. The DVD will be available for service 
providers to loan to patients and families to understand what Palliative Care is about as a simple 
introduction to the concept of Palliative Care and to initiate services. Our first foray into the world of 
multimedia productions assisted by funding from Qld Health. 
 
Professor Patsy Yates has generously accepted a co-opted position on Council as the CPCRE Chair 
and to provide links to PCA Executive, now that I have resigned from PCA Executive. 



On this note, PCQ has the responsibility of co-hosting the 2011 PCA Biennial National Conference 
to be held in Cairns.  The dates are set, the deposit on the conference centre paid and a few 
deadlines are to be met in the new year – theme, etc. 
 
PCQ chose to adopt the PCA Strategic Plan and have adapted the plan for PCQ. The process 
continues with fitting the plan into a workable and realistic business and operational plan. 
 
Concern remains that PCQ is dependent on Queensland Health for our existence. Council intends to 
work towards providing more information and support to members outside of the southeast corner. 
Time and effort is required to grow our organisation into a voice for Palliative Care in Queensland.   
 
Effort will be applied to improved advocacy at State government level.  Work is proceeding to 
improve and update the website, to consider different ways of marketing PCQ, to consult and 
collaborate with other palliative care stakeholders more closely, e.g., CPCRE, Cancer Council 
Queensland, CCRC. 
 
PCQ will be required to shift location in December/January so the hunt is on for a suitable location. 
This has coincided with the departure of David Elliott our CEO since 2005.  David came on board as 
a volunteer to help in a time of financial difficulty and was instrumental in managing PCQ to achieve 
a significantly improved financial status and markedly improved accounting and financial system.  
Mrs Suzie Elliott has also left us to enjoy being a grandmother.  Suzie's passion about Palliative  
Care was obvious and her volunteer time has been very much appreciated. PCQ Council wishes to 
express our appreciation and deep gratitude for the work and effort provided by David during his 
time as our CEO.  We wish him all the best in the future and in appreciation David has been 
awarded life membership of PCQ. 
 
Yet another loss, but Australia’s gain, was the promotion of Ms Quentin Bryce to Governor-General 
of Australia.  This meant she was unable to continue as our patron but fortunately, Mrs Penelope 
Wensley, the new Governor of Queensland, has graciously accepted to continue the role. 
 
Thanks to Cathy Boga, our Administrative Assistant, who has had to have time away due to family 
illness.  We wish her family a speedy recovery and welcome Cathy back to work. 
 
With David leaving, PCQ Council decided that the CEO position needs to be reviewed and a position 
description is being developed and will be advertised in the near future.  Dianne Horrell has taken on 
the role of part-time Administrator until the new position if filled.  We are very grateful to Dianne, for 
her availability and her expertise have been very valuable to date. 
 
Outgoing Council members are Robyn White and Peter Whan.  Our thanks to these people who 
have given of their time and energy for some years. 
 
PCQ is at an exciting crossroads.  In order to develop into a true advocacy role, maintain supports, 
networking and information for the members and consumers in Queensland, a lot of work needs to 
be done within a restrictive financial situation.   
 
Creative thinking, commitment and enthusiasm are a mark of the current Council and most of the 
members have offered to stand again.  I encourage all members to participate by reading our (about 
to become) monthly newsletter, reading the PCA e-bulletin to keep abreast of issues affecting us in 
the arena of Palliative Care and offer suggestions and ideas if or even if not requested. 
 
Thank you to all the Council members for your support and continued generosity in volunteering 
your private time to the organisation and its/our goals. 
 
 
 
Dr Louise Welch           October 2008 
 



















Louise Welch 

John-Paul Kristensen 

29th  



 


